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II. The Inſtances alledged by Mr. Load 

concerning the true Nate of old, do 
not corre ſpond with the Coſe of the lo- 
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Mr. Lacys LETTER. 


11 
U N the peruſal of your Letter, publiſhed 


concerning my Remarks on the Modern Pro- 
bpbers; 1 did not fee any great Reaſon to 
return a ſpeedy Anſwer to it, except it was to ſhew 
the invalidity of thoſe Arguments which have been 


ive you expect, and I am ready to grant, that you may 


e convinc'd of my ſincere Deſire to bring You, and 


jour Friends, out of a Condition which I think very 
langerous. I ſhall therefore conſider the Scope of 
our whole Letter, and according to your Deſire, 


d make my Diſcourſe effeQual to this Purpoſe. 

cannot think my ſelf excuſed from endeavour- 
ly to vindicate the Truth of GOD), by your alledg- 
ig ( Page th) That the incomprehenſible, ineſfable, 
ly and true One, does not need the Hand of Man to 
port his never-failing Veracity; any more than his Ark 
ice did that of Uzzahb, &c. For, a true Zeal for 
D's Honour is the Duty of all Men, and more 
pecially of his Embaſſadors. Every Body muſt 


ANSWER 


brought to prove their Divine Inſpiration. This I per- 


ir, I make my earneſt Supplication to Almighty God, 


4 4. Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 


That Character, that had not the Affection or Courage 
to ſay on all proper Occaſions, **My Good and Faiths 
* ful Maſter never ſpake a falſe Sentence; nor ever 
« fent a falſe Meſſage. And if in this caſe, Sir, you 
will compare us to Vzzah, our Fault is not that we 
put our Hand to ſtay the Ark of- God when it ſhaketh, 
but that we do not put our Shoulders to it, which 
was Vzzah's default. We are rather apt to un- 
der-do, than do too much, in a Work ſo neceſſary and 
fo important. 5 
But here. Sir, I do not oppoſe You, as if I thought 
you denied the Truth of GOD; for you confeſs his 
never-failing Veracity in the Words before cited: But 
I muſt ſay, I lament that you repreſent it as one of 
the moſt difficult things that may be, to clear it and 
| make it out : Which will, 1 fear, give Occaſion to 
| ſome to ſay, that it cannot be done. In this caſe 
| a good Man ſhould certainly be very cautious of 
giving Occaſion to the Adverſary to blaſpheme; but 
I perceive your intemperate Deſire of skteening the 
New Prophets has driven You to it. 
However, you declare your Diſpoſition to renounce 
any Error you ſhall be convinced of (Page 5): in order ff þ 
to which, 1 deſire your anprejudiced Conſideration of I. 
the following Particulars, which comprehend, as | 0 
take it, the full Purport of your Letter. 1 
I. Von greatly miſtake the Law of GO D made 1 
1 
01 
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againſt Falſe Prophets, when You think the chief Force 
of it intended againſt ſuch Prophets as ſpake in the 
Name of Falſe Gods: as your Arguments for it (P age 
6, and 7) do intimate: Theſe indeed are ſentenced 

to Death by this Law, no leſs than the Others. Deut. 1 
XVIII. 204% 21. The Proph:t which  ſball preſume 
to [peak a Word\in my Name which I have not C ommand- 
ed him to ſpeak, Or that ſhall ſpeak in the Name of 
other Gods ;, even that Prophet-ſhall die, The Words 


An Auſwer to Mr, Lacy's Letter. 5 
age Sentence ſpoken in the Name of God, without 
bis Authority, is here made a Capital Crime by God 
himſelf. © What then will become of thoſe who have 
ſpoken three or four Hours, and as they think under Ina 
ſpration 5, when it is not ſo? as Sr. R. B. declareth in 
his Anſwer to ſeveral Treatiſes, (Page. 9.) How dan- 
gerous muſt it be to abet them in ſuch Doings, or to 
truſt in tuch Declarations, which are by their own 
Confeſſion, part Fleſh and part Spirit? Had the Pro- 
phets' or Apoſtles done ſo, where had been the Cer- 
taiaty of Revelation? What wiſe or good Man can 
allow this? | 
The Reaſon, Sir, why I did not inſert that Clau/e 
of this Divine Law, which points at the Prophets of 
d Falſe Gods, was, becauſe I did not then mind the 
o pertinency of it to the preſent Caſe ;as it may very 
e I well be conſidered. For if the Modern Prophets are 
not inſpired by the true G O D, and yet do ſpeak to 
Men in the Perſon of God; they are the Prophets of 
e a Falſe God; and then they bring both the Points 
of this terrible Law to puſh againſt their own Breaſts, 
e You ſay, Sir, You find no Inſtance of a Falſe Pro- 
per that pale in the Name of GOD judicially exe- 
of cated by Men; tbough you find the True Prophets throvugh- 
I. our the Scripture, treated by the People with numerous 
Reproaches, &c, This, You ſay, you read in the Engliſh 
le Wl Text, being wholly unlearned in the Original Verſion, 
x} | would here ſet you right, Sir, with all the decency 
el can. An Original Verſion ſounds very incongru- 
ge ouſly ; a Yerſion is the ſame with a Tranſlation, and 
CN tt it be an Original, it cannot be a Verſion or Tranſla- 
ton. But the Engl!ſb Bible, you may be ſyre, Sir, will 
give you the true Hiſtory of the Hebrem one, with- 
out any need of the Learning of Criticiſm, Now if 
Jou do not find any Falſe Prophet executed in all that 
Hiſtory, as you ſay yon do nor, this doth not null 
** _ aA made ain nem At haun 
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6 An Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 

the corruption of the Times, if they had Falſe Pyr 
- phets, and did not do Juſtice upon them. You are 
ure, Sir, you find the Zam of GOD againſt them 
in your Bible; and you may ſee that it was prin. 
cipally deſigned againſt ſuch as propeied falſly in 
God's Name, by the explanation of it; Ver. 21, 
22. And if thou ſay in thine Heart, how ſhall we 
know the Word which the LORD hath not ſpoken? 
That is, How may we be ſnre that a Prophet is 
preſumptuous, and is not from God, that we may not 
put any Prophet to death wrongfully? To this 
the next Verſe replies; When a Prophet ſpeaketh in 
the Name of the LORD, if the thing follow not, nor 
come to paſs ; this is the Thing which the LORD 


- - hath not ſpoken, but the Prophet bath ſpoken it pre- 


ſumptuouſiy, thou ſhalt nos be afraid of Him. That is, 
in eb ary you need not be afraid of any Threat 
ning he denounces againſt, yon upon your putti 
him to Death. You ate ſure by his forerelling fall 
Things in God's Name, that he is not from GOD, and 
therefore you need not fear any Wrath from GOD, 
when you execute him. This may ſufficiently con- 
' vince You, Sir, that 1 had reaſon to remark, that 
the Rig hreouſneſs of rhisSentence of Death on the Pro- 
phet that foretold Falſe Things, is grounded on 
the impoſſibility of his receiving any falſe Meſſage 
from G OD. 

It is not pleaſant to me, to repeat things over 
and over; but I ſpare no Pains for your Con- 


viction. 


You Endeavour, Sir, to invalidate this Law 
againſt falſe Prophets, Page 7th. ) by ſaying, that 
the Puniſhment of the Prophet ſeems to be reſerved u 


the immediate Hand of God, But if it only ſeems 


' © in other. Places, it is in this Law poſitively and 
nit into the Hands of the Jewiſh Mag iſt rat: 
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An Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 7 
And tho? you ſuggeſt, that God ſeldom inveſts 4 
Temporal Jade, with the Gift of diſcerning of Spi- 
fits; "yEt not only a Temporal Jadge, but every 
one that has common Stnſe, has an Ability to 
know whether a Thing comes to paſs or not, when 
he is vpbn the Place where it is to be done; and 


conſequently may well jud ge by the Event, which is 


the true, and which is the falſe Prophet. You ſay 


in the fame Page, that you FO U D your /elf 
woll on the Scripture ;; but one would ſuſpect 


a want of Apflication in your Mind, or 
ſome other Defect, when you Build ſo much be- 
fide your intended Foundation. | 


Thus, 1 conceive, I have fully confidered the 
firſt Particular; to wit, your being in the Wrong 


in your Endeavours to turn the Eee of the Law 
of God, made apainſt ſuch as foreze/ falſe: Things 


in the Name of the true God, chiefly or wholly - 


yainſt [ach as Prophecy in the Name of falſe Gods. 
And now, in the Concluſion of this Particular, 

ermit me, Sir, to ask you, for what Reaſon you 
iew ſuch a Tenderneſs for falſe Prophers ? Is it 
not one of the higheſt Preſumptions and moſt fla- 
grant Crimes, for a vain and ſinful Man to per/o- 
nate his 1 A K E R without his Authority for it? 
Is it not one of the moſt pernicious Things that can 
be done ypon Earth, to ſeduce Men into wrong 
Paths, to the Hazard of their Preſent and Eternal 
Peace, under pretence of having an Order from 
God to be his Oracle to Men? Why then, Sir, 
are you ſo induſtrious to skreen them? If you are 
in Pain for the Modern Prophets, you may confi- 


der that the Political Eaw of the Jews apainſt falſe 


Prophers is not in Force in our Polity, nor 
have we, as yon and your Partners have Experi- 
mced 411 477 C 11147 7770 ir 2 9 Uke 
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= Au Anſwer 10 Mr. Lacy's Letter. 
Book. But if the Fear of Man doth not, the Fear 
of God ſurely ought to reſtrain ſuch a Liberty, or 
rather Licentiouſneſs of Prophecyjyg. For the Se- 
verity of that Law of God to the Jews. againſt 
falſe Prophets, demonſtrates God's Jealoube of 
his Honour, which cannot but be nearly touch'd 
in ſo grand a Point as that-of Leg iſſation. 
I I now proceed to the Second Particular. 
II. The Inſtances you bring of Things declared 
by the Prophets of God, which did not come to 
paſs, were not declared abſolutely and unconditia- 
nally, and therefore do not reach the Point in 
Diſpute before us. You ſee the Point ſtated thus 
in the Second Page of my Remarks, viz. Whe- 
ther Almighty God at an, time ſends a Prophet to de- 
clare a Thing abſolutely in his Name; no Condition 
being exther expreſſed, or implied ; and at the ſans 
time ſeeretly purpoſeth that it ſhall not come to paſs? 
And the ſame is repeated Page 11th. But the In- 
ſtances alledged in your Letter are wide from 
this Caſe. | 3 og 
Your firſt Inſtance (Page 7.) is of God's Cove- 
nant with David, mentioned in the 89th Pſalm; 
where in one Place, it is mentioned as a Co- 
e venant ſmorn to David by the Holineſs of God, that 
* be would not lie unto him; that he bad anointed 
* him with his holy Oil. The Enemy ſhall not exatt 
upon him, and I will beat 'down his Foes before 
** bum; but. my Faithſulneſs and my Mercy ſhall be 
« mith him. Yet in the 38th Verſe, we find 
« Dav d aſſerting, (ſay you) in an Appeal to God: 
„But thou haſt caſt off and abhorred thine Anointed, 
thou haſt maae vod the Covenant of thy Servant, 
& and haſt ſer up the right Hand of bis Aaverſarien 
and made all his Enemies to rejoice. 4 
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An Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 9 
Alas, Sir, to what purpoſe in the World is this 
r iedged ? It may give occaſion to the Aaverſaries 
e-. Woof Scripture to laugh and ſcorn it; in that you 
t rare this as an inexplicable Thing, and ſeem to 
H give Hints that God had promiſed David what 
d de did not perform; which would indeed be 
hat is as horrible to me to mention as it can 
be to you to hear, even to lie anto David. 

4 Which 1 peremptorily deny, and again ſay, it ne- 
o ber was nor ever can be. This Caſe of David is ſo 
plain, that a Child that is well Catechized may 
explain it. God was pleaſed to add many pro- 
miſes of outward, Bleſſings to Ring David and his 
Pofterity, in his gracious Covenant with him. Now 
a Covenant, neceſſarily implies Conditions, and if 
the, Duty .Covenanted for be denied, there is no 
colour of Injuſtice or Unfaithfulneſs if the Bene 
fits that are conditionally annexed to it be debarr'd, 
and if contrary Inflictions ſucceed. Now we read, 

alas! of David's ſcandalous Sins and Enormities, 
and can we then wonder at the Troubles of his 
Houſe, or the Unproſperouſneſs of his Affairs? And 
as you ſay, Sir, no conſequence was drawn from it 
to the prejudige of God's Honour, for none could 
be drawn from it: And David had great Rea- 
' fon to ſay, / will ſing of the Mercies of the Lord 
por ever, &c. for indeed, God dealt very merci- 
fully with him, in that he did but Chaſtize in Mer- 

cy, where he might have car off 1n judgment. 
' Your next Inſtance is in the Prophet Jeremiah, 

(Page 8.) whoſe paſſionate Complaints are alrea-. 
dy in part conſidered in my Remarks; and 1 
ſhall only take notice of what you here add, 
which all render Chriſtians will rather wiſh you had 
omitted; Chap. XV. 18. Why is my Pain perpetual, 
aud my Wound incurable, which refuſeth to be healed ? 
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to 4, Anſwer to Mr. Lacy Letter. 
Wilt 'thos be. altogether unto me at 4 Litr, and | 
Waters that fail? Here I cannot but ſay apaiy 
td what purpoſe is this Citation? It is only an 1 
' juſtifiable Expoſtulation, and that of a Man almof 
" diftrafted by Oppreſſion and Scorn. I know ſom 
Expoſitors Apologize for the Prophet, and think 
'he alludes to 'the Taunt, he had from the Scoffer, 
who often upbraided him with his truſting in 
Lies: But methinks the beſt that can be ſaid for 
him, is that which Joh pleads for himſelf (Job 6. 
26.) Do ye imagine to reprove the Speeches of one thi 
i deſperate? I TIES os 
I I ſhall be brief in the reſt, to avoid prolixity, 
The Deſfrattion threatned againſt Nineveh in 
Forty Days, was plainly conditivmad, in that God 
called them to 'Repenrance : and their Repentance 
appeared to be general and Hun, which gave 
Glory to God,; und turned away His Wrath. = 
Ihe Denunciation of Death to King Hezekiah 
reſpected the preſent poſture of Things, which 
were altered by his Prayer; for almoſt all the 
Promiſes, and Threatnings of God, relating tb 
this Life and that to come, are Conditional. In- 
dieed I know but one exception, and that is the 
Promiſe of a Saviour, Gen. III. 5 158 
King Jaſiab had a Promiſe of beihg gathered to 
his Grave in Peace: And he had enjoy'd the Pro- 
miſe, had he not unreaſonably and unwarranta- 
bly put himſelf upon a Baule with the King of 
Fgypt, from whom he had no provoration, but the 
contrary: And this againſt the "expreſs direttion 
of God, 2 Chron. XXXV. 22. Nevertheleſs Joſiah 
world not turn his Face from him, but diſguiſed him- 
ſteif that be might fight with him; and heartrned not 
 wnto the Words of Nechoh from the Mouth of God. 
"Thoſe Words arertchearſed*tn"the Verſe before 


— 


Forbear thet from meddling with God, who is with thee, 
that he deſtroy thee not. da aw ee 
From the :ronical Expreſſion of Michaiah, which 
] explain'd in the Remarks, you inferr, (Page 9) 
that I allow, thut God may ſpeak to Men in what Pre 
of e ie he pleaſes to uſe: which it never was 
in my Heart to deny. By a Phraſe of expreſſion, 
I ſuppoſe you mean, a Phraſe or Expreſſion. 

The Caſe of Benhadad's recovery from his Sickneſs 
is already conſidered, as I conceive, to the full 
ſatisfaction of any rational Perſon, whoſe Mind is 
free. Remarks Page 18, 19. | 

The Threatning of God to the Children of 1 
rael, lag x. It, 1 will deliver you no more; was 
manifeſtly Conditional: And ſo was the Eſta- 
e blimment of Ellis Honſe, 1 Sam, II. 30. 

The Syrians might be ſmitten in Aphek till all were 
e . 

"i conſumed that were there, as promiſed ; 2 King. 
Ul. 27. and yet the whole Nation of the Syrians 
h 
e 
) 


might not be conſumed. Theſe are no great A 
n „ 
From the ſuppoſed Difficulties in the Ola Teſtament, 
jou proceed (Page 10) to thoſe in the New: The firſt = 
of which mentioned, is the ſaying of our Bleſſed Savi- 
dur, Joh. II. 19. Deſtroy this Temple, and in three Days 
I will raiſe it again. Now in the uttering of this, 
it is very likely that Our Saviour pointed towards 
his own Body (72» rev 75Ter) for we find that they 
are called falſe Witneſſes who teſtified that he affirmed 
this of the Fabrick of the Jewiſh Temple. (Math. 26. 
60.) However it ſufficeth to our purpoſe to ſay, 
that he uſually explained to his Diſciples the things 
which he ſpake Obſcurely, at their Requeſt ; and that 
he promiſed that whoſoever world do his Will ſhould 
know his Doctrine. (Jo: VII. 17.) to manifeſt it 
to others would be to no purpoſe, 


a” 
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cf that Promiſe; Matth: XII. 39, 40. Te [ſhall ne 
have gone over the Cities of Iſrael, before the Son if 
Man come. But if we underſtand the going over 


* 


deſcending upon the Son of Man. This would be ſad 


away, but. the Word of Chriſt cannot paſs away un- 


1 An. Anſwer to to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 
You: ſay further, Sir, (Page 10.) It 5s difficut 
to comprehend,(or rather apprehend)the accompliſhment 


theſe Cities of the, finiſhing their Miſſion therein, as 
the Original hints to us, (v wi ]].) and if 
we underſtand this coming, of the Deſcent of the 
Spirit of Chriſt at the fameus Pentecoſt, as many Ex- 
po ſitors do; the difficulty is diſſolved. 

You. proceed, Sir, (Page 10) Ie 7s very queſtion- 
able whether that was fulfilled which our Saviour promiſ. 
eth, Jo. I. 51. Yerily, verily, I ſayjunto Tou; hereafter 
ye ſhall ſee Heaven opened, and the Angels aſcending and 


indeed, if what Truth it ſelf had promiſed by a 
double Aſeveration ſhould remain unaccompliſh'd. 
But tho' the accompliſhment of this Promiſe be 
not recorded, there is no Queſtion brit it -hath or 
will be made good. Heaven and Earth may paſs 


fulfill d. . 
You ſay, Sir, that from theſe Obſervations on the 
Scripture, you conclude, © That a Word really ſpo- 


ken from GO D may fail of coming to paſs,and has 


& done, according to the obvious Senſe it had or 
© could have among Men: And all this without 
© Impeachment of the veracity of God. —— And 
F* jt is unaccountable Arrogance, and horrible Im- 
« piety in any Man to reje& the Authority of the 
& Sctipture as the Word of God, becauſe ſome 
* parts of it are above their reach to fathom, 
= be. And this you plead: in the behalf of the 
Modern Prophets, in the Failure of the accom- 
pliſhment of things foretold by them, (Pag. 11.) 
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tad what John Potter ſaid of the Reſurrection of 


wh 77 
Boe | 
May, you ſhall behold bim riſe again. 


ye the Day when 
One Month 


Grave. The very Hour 2 was put in the Earth ſhall 
le ariſe. Know ye the day my Children? ( Yes, ) 


Well. The Twenty fit day of May. Right. I ſay ye 
ſtall ſee him riſe that snom dead. 


* 
of 
er 
ag 
if 
he 
X. 


there may be ſome meaning in them, that we can- 
not find out, and that they may for all this be 
the Words of God; is to aſcribe the fouleſt Impu 
tation to the. Beſt of Beings : As if the inguitely 


ration, hide a thing from us, which we are con- 
cern d to know the Truth of, above all things in 
the World; namely, whether it is the Voice of 
our Maler and Redeemer that ſpeaks to us or not? 
And this when the Caſe was brought by his own: 


Mouth (in the Language of the Prophets) to this 


Iſſue. Sir, if you can believe this, I ſhall pity. 
and pray for you; but ſhall diſpair of your Con- 
viction by any thing that can be ſaid. However, 
as I have promiſed to conſider the Scope of your. 
Letter, I go On. 

There is even a Deciſive Sign of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's Meſſiahſbip, about which you raiſe ſcruples to 
the Grief ſurely of all good Chriſtians. 
Sign is that of the Prophet Jonah, Matt. XII. 39. 
Where, according to the reſemblance of Jonas 


Reſurreckion (as the Type) after his being three 
a and three Nights in the Belly of a Fiſb; tae 


Keſur- 
a l = — DW - 


Bot if this your Argument has any force; it 
maſt be, that we did not, and could not under- 


- when he declared in Extaſie, Jan. 1. 
Servant was inter a? 


from that day, the Twenty fifth day of 
dove the Number of days that Lazarus was in his 


If this be not in- 
telligible, no Words can he: And to ſuggeſt that 


Good and Wiſe God would, after ſo plain a Decla- 


The 
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14 An Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 
Keſurrection of our Bleſſed Saviour (the Antitype, 

is declared to be after his being three Days and 
three Nights in the Heart of the Earth. And this 
was the only Sign that our Saviour inſiſted pon to 
clear the Truth of his Divine Miſſion: There ſhall 
no other Si go beg be given. And we find that the Jews 
remembred this dn, and took the utmoſt Care 
about it; Sealing the "Sepulchre and ſetting al ate h. Mat. 
XXVII. 63. And after all, Sir, you make this moſt unſuf- 
ferable Remark upon it, (Page 10.) Nom whether our 
Lord's Body was more than one Day and two Nights in 
rhe Sepulchre? or whether that Prediction could be any 

ways ftrictly fulfil d, I leave all Men to judge? So 
— 1 it 1s An whether that was fulſilid in 

ohn 
4 As a Anſwer to this, Sir and in this ne- 
ceſſary Vindication of the Meſſ 14 abſhi p of our Bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, 1 wo 42 ſay; That 
leave it to all the Chriſt ian World to judge, whe- 
ther you have not ſuggeſted ſuch a blaſphemous Im- 
putation to our Adored LORD and Saviour, as 
nothing but an extream Diſorder of your Mind can 
excuſe you from the Guilt of? If that which our 
Bleſſed Saviour declares, and ixſiſts upon, as the on- 

5,2015 de Sign of the Truth of his - Meſſiahſhip 
be not'friftly fulfil, yes if it could no ways 
be flrialy lafit as you ſay; Where is the 
doubled Ground of the Ci fia Faith and Hope? 
And what occaſion is hereby given to che Patrons 
of Infidelity to triumph? 

The leaſt -Repitation that yau can abe for 
this Publick Reproach' of: the C hriſtian Religion, will 
be, that you publickly Retract it; for the Scandal 
given is very great; in that you not only repre- 
ſent” it as impoſſible that our Bleſſed Saviour's only 
deciſiue Sign ſhould be fulfilled, hut have * —— 
ed to all the World to jude 
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Av Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter 156 
But to ſolve this Difficulty, which you declare 
inpoſſible to be done: Do you net perceiye, 
% that our Bleſſed Saviour's Words are; Ag 
Jars Was three Days and three Nights in the 
Male, Belly, £0. ſhall the Son of Aan be three Days 
ud three Nights in the Heart of the Earth? Now 
an you prove that Jonas was any time longer in 
the Fiſb"s Belly, than our Saviour in his Sepulcbre ? 
Or can you deny, that a Part of Day is in all com- 
non Eſtimate computed for a day? Is it not fo 
in our Birth? and conſequently in our Burial too? 
With what colour of Truth then could you be fo 
peremptory, that this Prediction of pur Saviour could 
» pays be ſtrictiy fulfil d? And this to apologize, 
far the failure of the deciſive Signs of falſe and /elf- 
andemned Prophets. I write this, Sir, in true 
Chriſtian Compaſſion to your Perſon, tho' with trug 
Chriſtian Indignation to ſo Fundamental an Error. 
And I. heartily beſeech G O D to open your Eyes, 
both in the Matter of this Argument, and in the 
Otcaſion of it. 1 
In order to this, I deſire you to conſider the 
next' Particular. : eaten, 
III. There is no Inſtance in the Scriptures of the 
Failure of any Event declared by a Prophet of God, 
to be the deciſive Sign and Touchſtone. of his Divine 
Miſſion. , This is Home to the Caſe before us; 
and you maſt prove that your deciſive Sign hath 
teen fulfilled, or give up your Pretenſions to Di- 
une Inſpiration : Unleſs you can prove that tre 
Prophets have failed in this, which is a Contradi- 
dion. Yet this is that about which you labour, 
and diſquiet your ſelf in vain. 3 
Lou have declared in the Preface to the Third 
fact of your Warnings, (Pag. 8.) That you would 
wlropledge your Delufon before all the World, if the 
| "TY N 
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is "An Anſwer to Mr. Lacy Letter. 
mighty Power of God did not atteſt your Denunciatinng 
within Six Months from the 29th of Octob. 150) 
and to this you there ſet your Hand. And ig 
the 29th Page of your Book, called, God's Deal 
ings to John Lacy, you fay, That after you bad fre 
quently and urgently ſupplicated Divine Wiſdom, tha 
he would be pleaſed to make known to you ſome dth; 
ned time, wherein he would vouchfafe mort public) 
to atteſt your Miſſion : accordingly in October laſt, you 
was warranted by 2 or 3 Inſpirations to inſert the Six 
Months before mentioned in your Preface to the third 
Part of your Warwings.  _ i SARI 
Now after ſuch a plain Declaration and Confeſſion of 
this matter, I could not have thought that Yo! 
would have ſaid (as in the 11th Pag. of the Letter), 
that I have miſrepreſented you, and that you never did 
ſay that your Miſſion ſhould be proved by many unqueſtk 
onable Miracles before the 29th of April laſt. This 
Evaſion is ſo ſubtile, that I cannot eaſily find it ont. 
You pray'd, you ſay, for a pablic Atteſt ation of your 
Miſſion by unqut/t:onable Miraclet; and was therenp 
on authorized, by three Inſpirations, (a treble Cord 
which, one would thiok, ſhould not fail you) to de- 
clare publickly, That if the a152hry Power of GON 
did not arreft your Miſſion within Six Months (which 
ended April 29th laſt )- you would acknowledge th 
| Deluſion. Now, can this be thought otherwiſe than 
a full Anſwer to your Prayers? How] does the Migb. 
ty Power of God atteſt a Miſſion, but by Airacles? anc 
if they are nat}, #ngueſftionable, how are they con- 
vittive? So that I cannot ſee your Fuſtice or Sing; 
plicity in charging me (in your, Letter Page 11. 
with a. Miſrepreſentation, when | faid ; Mr. Lary 
had à promiſe, he faith, that his Divine Miſſion ſhould 
be prov'd by many nnqueftionable Miracles berore ile 
29th of April laſt. But I now ſee what your Eve 
dom is; and it ſeems very diſingenuous, namely. that 
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An Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 17 
pu bad not a full Promiſe of unqueſt ionabie Miracles, 
bot only an Order to {acknowledge the Deluſion, 
ins if you miſſed of them. But then, ſince you have 


ble: Miracle, or the mighty Power of God atteſting, 


why have you only publiſhed a perplexed Declara- 
tor, which neither owns nor diſowns it? and which 
tends to deceive your ſelf and ſome others. Where- 
as if you have an unqueſtionable Atteſtation, you 


Jay fo, and own the Deluſion. 


ſeated you, was my inſerting fulfil d inſtead of 
Printed; which was wholly owing to a Frier in 
the Priat: the Ink failing in my Copy, I could, 


© ir, no Wrong is done you : For what could be 
intended. by the Order for printing, but to eſta- 
bliſh a pablick Record of a; Truth, if it were ſulfu- 
kd; and of an Untruth, if it were unſul ac- 
cording to the ſtated time; which is now the Caſe, 
But let us return to what is more material. 

No Body can deny, That Sir R. B. was poſitive 
in this Caſe. He declares it to be a deciſve Predi- 
Hon, upon which the Truth of the Prophets depended ; 
In his Anſwer to ſeveral Treatiſes, Page 87. The 
tame he alſo aſfirmeth there concerning the Reſurre- 


„o be concluded true or falſe; and conſequently 
och as muſt, in Duty to G O D, be embraced and 
reverenced if the Sign came to paſs; or be renoun- 


the ene not to pas. And according to this Declaratis 
Duel 


Kb — - 


nothing yet that can be vouched as an ungueſtiona- 


why have you not fully acknowledged it? And 


ovght to produce it; if you have none, you ought 


The other thing in which you ſay 1 miſrepre- 


only gueſs at the Word by the Seuſe- But in this 


Gon f Dr. Emes; declaring it likewiſe to be a. 
KY ouchſtone of the modern Prophets, whereby they are 


cd and condemned, in Duty to G OD, if the Signs. 
on both Sides attended the Event, by which the 
. | 8 | | 
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and their Believers boaſting with great Aſſurance 


done by you, which you thought extraordinary, 
but not to reach the Promiſe of the atteſting. Power 


that all impartial Reaſon ſees that this Declaration 
of yours was either meat. or un ſincere. For: lince 


O plain 


know more. of the unſearchable Ways of 


find You farther from the Point of determining 


—— 


Queſtion was to be finally decided; the Propbet! 


of the Accompliſhment ; others doubting or denying, 
but all waiting for the final Deciſion. But on the 
29th of April laſt, before which Day the mighty Power 
of GOD was to have atteſted your Miſſion, as you 
had told the World by the Warrant of zhree inſpi- 
red Perſons, you publiſhes an Account of God's 
Dealings with you. In this you rehearſe ſome things 


of God; and yet you only there declare your ſelf 
deluded in Part. Whether this was done by Advice 
among your ſelves, or was the Reſult of your own 
Mind only, I know not; but pardon me if I ſay, 


you had not ſach publick Atteſtations by anqueſt 
onable Miracles, as were promiſed, you was war- 
ranted to declare, that this pretended Voice of God 
was none of his, Now, by your Failure in a Duty 

you have occaſioned much Evil. You 
have, I fear, deluded and hardened your ſelf and o- 
thers in pernicious Errors, and given great Occa. 


fron: to che Enemies of Divine Revelation to Scofl- 


and triumph. But in the Cloſe of that Account of 
God's Dealings with you, you refer the Iſſue 0 
the Cauſe to the other Sign, Dr. Emes“ Reſwrre 
Sion, Nying, Page 31. 10 that Day it is referred, u 
˖ God. Well, 
that Day is now gone and paſt, and all you! 
Hopes of the grand Miracle are quaſn'd; yet we 


- - 
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, Hirſt, Lou ſay, the Prophetirł Influence ver- ru. 
leth hut omm precedent Reſolution (in the 12th Page of 
+ your Letter) that is to ſay; will go on, notwith- 
ſtanding, all the preceding Falſifications: which 
is to impute Incunſiſtency and Self-Contradittion tO 
the infinitely wiſe and boly Spitit. But what Chri- 
ſtian Ear can hear this? or what Soul can allow it? 
Serondly, You ſay, Ion did not go to the Burial- 
Place," becauſe you had no ſuch Order from your owt 
Month under Inſpiration ; in the 13th Page of your 
Letter. But what trifling is this? Is not the Au- 
thority of the Spirit in the Mouth of one Prophet, 
as valid and binding as in the Mouth of another ? 
If you dare not truſt your Brother-Propbets, why 
would you perſwade us to do it? We cannot but 
look on this Excuſe as frivolons and vain. 
© Thirdly, You blame Sir R. Bulkeley, for publiſh- 
ing che Reſurrection of Dr. Emes, as a' deciſtve - 
Sign, without adviſing with the Inſpired about it. 
hus to /ave the Reputation of your Prophets, you 
wound that of your Friend. Your Words are theſe, 
in the 12th Page of your Letter: © As to Sir 
* Richard Bulkeley's having publiſhed to the World, 
(chat the raiſing of Dr. Emess Body on the 25th 
of May, ſhould be the determining and deciding 
** Sipn upon which the Truth of the Prophets de- 
* pended; I can poſitively afſure 'you, ---- That 
* neither I nor any of them were conſulted by 
that Gentleman, or knew what he ſaid on that 
point, till we ſaw it in Print: therefore his De- 
**claration' cannot juſtly be charged upon ut, or 


properly be called owrs. 
IL reply; Sir Richard is of Age, and is able to 
anſwer” for himſelf. But however, permit me to 
«aK; How came it, that ye that were Prophets, 
who ſometimes in your Applauſe of this Gift de- 


20 Av Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 
Clare; that nothing of Concernment to you paſſts, 
| "tho? at the greateſt Diſtance, but you are adverti- 
ſed of'it by Revelation; how came you now to 
| be ignorant of ſuch an eſſential Concern ? Yea, how 
could the Spirit, by which you ſpeak, importune the 
Publication of this Book of Sir. Richard's; which, 
in the Event, proves ſo much to the Overthrom of 
the Pretenſions of the Prophets? And further, 
why did not ye that are Prophets, publickly diſ- 
own and proteſt againſt this Paſſage in Sir Richard's 
Book when it came abroad, and was known to 
you? The Father under the Jewiſh Law (Numb. 
30. 4) might null the Vow of his Child, if he 
declared publickly, againſt it in the Day that it came 
to his Knowledge; but if he was filent then, he 
confirmed it; and could not anrul it afterwards. 
The Caſe is yours, Sir, and you cannot get off. it. 
It is too late to diſown the deciſive Sign when you 
find it has failed, ſince you did it not before. 
Bot however, let us return to your other de- 
ciſive Sign, from which you cannot make this Evaſi- 

on, that we may ſet you right any way. | 
Sir Richard Bulleley acquaints us, (in the 87th 
Page of his Book) © That he was commanded, 
by a Meſſage delivered to him by one of the 
Juſpited, in the following Words; Be not a- 
** ſhamed to declare to the World, the Grounds on 
* which thou believeſt this Voice to be Mine, --- 
„ TJallthe World that open Miracles, public Atteſta- 
** tions from Heaven; ſhall be given this City before 


11 


„May next; othermiſt hon wilt own, that the Lord 
&« hath not ſpoken by this Voice 3 nor will I ſuffer this 
Geopls 20 halt in their Judgment longer: Here is 

ir Richard's Order hy Inſpiration for what be 
ſays, and by this Inſpiration the S/ gn is publiſhed 

2s deciding and determining. Eh dun 
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An Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 21 
Now, Sir, I argue thus; Here is a Promiſe ia 
the Extaſie of one of thoſe you account Inſpired, 
that pen Miracles and gen Atteſtations from 
Heaven ſhould be given this City before May laſt, 
or that it was to be granted and concluded, that 
the Lord did not ſpeak by the Voice of theſe Prophets, 
and conſequently, that they are moved by their 
own Fancies, or by the Deluſions of the Devil; but 
theſe open Miracles and publick Atteſtations from 


Heaven were not given to this City before May laſt, 


and therefore the Lord did not ſpeak by them. Here 
the time is fixe to be before May laſt, beyond all 
imaginable Evaſion; and the things promiſed are 


not fulfill'd to this Day; therefore this Propherick | 


Voice has no divine Authority, and cannot be a 
Foundation of Faith. Yea, it is impious and blaſphe- 
mos, and muſt be abhorred, renounced, and con- 
demned by all that are the Followers of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for they will not follow the Voice of Strang- 
ers. (John X. 5.) No Perſon of Senſe or Conſcience 
can be imagined to believe and truſt in theſe mo- 


dern Prophecies z becauſe the Spirit by which they 


ſpeak hath declared them to be of no Credit: God 
ſo ordering it in his wiſe and good Overſight of 
his Church. 

I beſeech you, Sir, do not act ſo unaccountably 
in a Caſe of ſuch Danger laid open to your ſelf 
and others. Be but conſiſtent with your own 
Principles, and true to your own Declarations, 
Pray, Sir, let me put it to you freely, Did you 
think that to be the Spirit of God, concerning 
whom you ſaid (God's Dealings, p. 31.) as to the 
Reſurrettion of Dr. Emes, unleſs ſome Appearances of 
divine Atteſtations, far above what has yet been, do in- 
ter vene between this and that Day; my Faith will not 


ſuſſice to obey the Spirit in going thither, where the 
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22 ' An Anſwerto Mr. Lacy“ Letter. 
Body lies. What Spirit did you take this to be 
then, whom you had not Faith to obey in ſo ſmall 
a thing as going a Mile or two te comply with 
his Command? There was a Command, or you 
could not refuſe to obzy him, as you plainly ſaid. 
And tho? you had not the Command by your own 
Lips, you had it from one you call Inſpired, which 
is all one; ſq that you endeavour to no purpoſe to 
make your Evaſion this Way. Now have you in 
Truth had greater Appearances of divine Atteſta. 
tion ſince that Day? If not, where is there Room 
for halting and heſitating in ſo plain a Caſe? 
But here you are wanting to your ſelf; and it 
Fre me to ſee you endeavouring rather to 

ring the Prophet Jeremiah into your Cafe, than 
to extricate your ſelf: And then you think, that 

| having the Preſident of ſuch a Prophet, tho' then 
in a Paſſion never to be imitated without Blame, 
you may with much Confidence caſt the Charge of 
your Deluſions (it is a Grief to ſpeak it) upon 

God: For ſo you anſwer in the 12th Page of + ol 
Letter. Many of the Perſons profeſſing © onk es 
inſpired, did, out of the Directios of that Spirit, think 
within themſelves, and expreſs it to others, that they 
would no more yield to the Operation of that Spirit ar 
from God, in caſe that failed. But that ſaid Reſolu- 


ion within themſelves, and Declaration of it to others, 


(if People would give themſelves leave to conſider im- 
artially) amounts to no more than what once Jeremiah 
declared of bimſelf, even in the ſame Place where he 
ſaid, O Lord, Thou baſt deceived me, and I was de- 
ceived ; Thou art Hranger than I, and haſt prevailed, 


Kc. 


Now, Sir, the more 1 confider this, the more 'l 


| " ſee that thee is more in your. Caſe than in the 


Wl Prophet Jeremiab's; and I pray you to give your 


ſpoken by me. But if the Lord make anew thing, and 


Au Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 23 
ſelf leave to conſider it impartially, for the Caſe 
requires it. Can you ſay, there is no more in your 
Caſe than in the Prophet Feremiah's? Was there 
any appointed Day for his Vindication? Did God 
fay to him, if thy Deliverance come not ſuch a Day, 
the Lord hath not ſpoken unto thee ? If he did, pro- 
duce it to make a Parallel. I challenge you in the 
Name of the O2eat Sod, whoſe Honour lies at 
Stake in this Point, to produce any one Inſtance in 
which a Prophet of the Lord failed in any declared 
deciſtve Sign concerning the Truth of his Aiſſion: 


And if you can find no ſuch, be not obſtinate a- 


gainſt God's ſtanding Method of Deciſian. We 
read that Moſes, the Servant of God, being control- 
kd in his divine Commiſſion by Corah' and his Ac- 
complices, brought the Matter to this deciſive Sign, 


Numb. XVI. 29, 30. If en, ſaith he, die 
the common Death of att Men, or if they be vi ſued af- 
ter the Viſitation of all Men, the Lord bath not 


the Earth open her Month, and ſwallow them up, with 


all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick in- 


to the Pit, then ye ſhall underſtand that theſe Men 
bave provoked the Lord, Here was the Sign, and the 
Event punctually followed in the next Verſes. And 


it came 22 as be had made an End of ſpeaking 


all theſe Words, that the Ground clave aſunder that 
mas under them, and the Earth apened her Mauth, 
and ſwallowed them up, and their Houſes, and all the 


Alen that apperta ned unto Corah, and all their Goods, 


Here was a very ftrict, a very ſudaen, and a very 
dreadful Verification | | 

So likewiſe in the Caſe of Elijah the Prophet of 
the Lord, in his Conteſt with the Prophets of Baal, 
Kings 18. 24.) He propoſes thag two Bui 


bel, be laid by bim on his Altar, and two other 
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being put under either; and that the God that 
anſwered by Fire be acknowledged the true God. This 
was the deciſive Sign, and the Event carried its 
own Teſtimony, as the Failure in the Event would 
have brought its own — And there waz 
no Demur in the Peoples Acknowledgment ; for 
they all inſtantly fell on their Faces at the Deſcent 
of Fire from Heaven on Elijab's Sacrifice, and cri- 
ed ont, The LORD he is the God, the LORD he is the 


| God, Ver. 39. I have not Room to recite other 


Inſtances, and indeed there is no need of them. 
I do not know what can ſuſpend your Declara- 
tion, Sir, in the Caſe before us, except it be that 
you have not Satisfaction in the Reaſons you al- 
ledged for the divine Inſpiration of theſe Prophets. 
Now I did fay in the Preface to the Remerks, as 
you mind me in your Letter, that I thought it needleſs 
to refute thoſe Arguments which have been publiſh- 
ed to prove. the divine Miſſion of the modern Pro- 
pore becauſe the whole Diſpute ſeems to me to 
concluded by the Failure of their deciſive Signs, 
This is indeed a full Reaſon to me ſtill ; becauſe 
when a thing is fully refuted by one . irrefragable 
Argument; no other Arguments can eſtabliſh it. But 
to retrieve you, Sir, and others, from ſuch dan- 
gerous Errors, whoſe Peace and Salvation my Soul 
truly and earneſtiy deſireth; I will conſider your Ar- 
guments as far as I can imagine it needful; which 
is the Fourth particular propoſed. | 


IV. I come now to conſider your Arguments 
for the Divinity of the Modern Prophets. 

I. You argue for the Truth of this new Diſ- 
penſation, from the Joy and Peace you enjoy init, which 
you account purely Spiritual, and find it to ſup- 
port you in your many Trials and Sufferings. 
But this is the uſual Plea of Men under the moſt 


a. 


= = Oo: kk tb = CT, SS wma = tw'uO 


8 & 


* 


7 


An Anſwer to Mr.Lacy's Letter. 29 

Errors; eſpecially if there be any viſſanary 
AA in them. Whilſt you think your 
ſelves highly favoured of God, and imagine you 
hear his Voice almoſt every Hour : Whilſt you 
fancy your ſelves near a Paradicial State, and ex- 
pet continually the glorious Treats of the heavenly 
Bridegroom : Under theſe ſtrong Perſwaſions, tho 
niſtaken, nothing leſs than a high Spring-tide of 
ſoy can be imagined to flow. It made honeſt 
Wir. Maſon and his followers to ſing and dance 
continually. The Houſe built on the Sand, gave 
Comfort to its Inhabitants for a time ; but it will 
not ſtand in the Winds and Tempeſts, when we 
ſhall moſt need Joy and Cor/o/atiov. The Days of 
Death and Judgment will try it; and if it be not 
founded on a Koch, the Fall and Ruines of it will 
te great. It is not Joy aud Peace then that can 
prove us ſafe, but the Foundation on which they 
ae grounded. This then is no Proof. 
II.“ The Holy Ghoſt, you ſay, is called the Spi- 
* rit of Prayer and of Supplication; and you find 
*this abonnding in all the Followers of the Modern 
'Prophets. Now this, yon think, cannot be impu- 
"ted to the Devil as its Author. Nor have I, nor 
lo I any where affirm, or imagine, that all yon 
ay or do is from Evil Spirits. Yea, I have only 
hew'd you in my Remarks,how far your own Princi- 
ples and Declarations carry you to this concluſion ; 
and I have all along kept to this Ground. 

As to this caſe of Fon Prayers, 1 conceive in 
rity, that much of it proceedeth from the de- 
out Inclinations of your Minds and Hearts; and 
hat you are put into theſe Emotions by the Heat of 
our diſordered Imaginations ; being continually 
ired by the Thoughts and Expectations of our Sa- 
lour's coming as a Bridegroom. This over- heat- 
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__needful to a particular Anſwer : But I am well 
_ ' inform'd, that ſeveral Children in the Pariſh of 


Neither is this then an undeniabie Proof of wh: 


former. Whenever the Deceiver perſonates. ay 


III. The Anſwer of Prayers, experienced by tobi 
that follow theſe Prophets, is the next Argument 


And here you inſiſt on the Return of Prayer is 


26 J. Anſwer to Mr. Lacy'r Letter. 
ed the Brain of pious Mr. Aaſon beforementioned l 
and this may be your caſe in ſome degree, , 
hoe. And as the Deluder ſeeks all Occaſions to fur 
ther our Vandrings, he hath certainly done what 
ever he could to puſh on the Diſtemper. As t 
the — of your Children, I do not remembe 
any of them publiſhed in your Accounts, nor have 
I an exact Account of them, which would be 


Waltham: Abbey in Efex, that were deſcended of 
the people called Qualers, being there at School 
under a Schoolmaſter of that Profeſſion, were ſtrang 
ly pe de ; and they prayed and exhorted in a 

very ſtrange manner, ſeveral Years ago. There 
are Witneſſes of it that may be produced. 


you deſign to prove by it, any more than the 


Angel of Light, it muſt be in ſuch amiable Colours 
as theſe, otherwiſe he could never be likely to 4 
ceive the Elend. . 


von bring for the Divinity of their Inſpiratiam 


two Inſtances, which are to me the moſt conſi- 
derable Arguments of all you give; namely, the 
expreſs and particular Anſwer of mental Prayer 
and the healing of Diſeaſes by it. 
' T profeſs, I do not ſeek to evade any thing that 
appears to be of weight; which makes me own 
the Force of an Argument where I really find it e. 
Leet us then conſider thefirſt Inſtance, wherein 12 
rious People are ſaid to have received dir ect Anſwert 
oPrayers watch they had conceivedin their Heart 
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terer uttered them with their Zips, nor ever 
ewmitted them to Writing. ro | 
[ reply; the Nature of this 4/cament is ſuch, 
fat only thoſe who have the Experience of it can 
convinced by it. We cannot know what was in 
u beir Hearts tilt they tell us; and when the thing 
once ſpoken, it can make no Trial in this Caſe. 
e muſt indeed, in Charity, believe People that 
e of good Report, but we are not warranted 
Wi build our Faith on their Reports. Nor do 1 
iak that ſuch as have experienced ſuch Anſwers, 
hve a ſufficient Ground to believe the Divine 
hſiration of the Perſon that gives the Anſwer. 
doch will do well to conſider ; that many wife 
md prying Men give great Gneſfes at the Minds 
ad prepenſions of others: For indeed, we give 
any other indications of our Minds beſides I | 
f Words. And in the Caſe of a rroybtedt AT 
ra Mind heated in a preat Degree wich any few 
Atem, and that dwells much on the Subjeck, 

ich I take to be the Caſe before ns, it cannot 
e very difficult to hit the Mark: eſpecially for 
1 Evil Spirit, who watcheth every Inclination, 
bh, and whiſper of thoſe on whom he feeks Ad- 
tages; and cannot in ſuch caſe want Indications 
if the Mind and Heart. D 
But our chief Anſwer is, Theſe Prophets in 
eir Extaſies have uttered falſe Things, yea, ma- 

I) ſuch, and have bleſſed ſuch as God doth not 
bleſs ; and therefore they are not actuated by the 
Holy ſearcher of Hearts: yea, they can be no 
1 m God, than bitter Waters can come 
Nm a ſweer Spring. To truſt ſuch as have de- 
ved us, is an imprudence that no wiſe Man will 
0 in the Caſe of the ſmall Concerns of this World; 
bat can we ſay, if we are more wiſe for 
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28 An. Auſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 
The other Point is, The Anſwer of the Pray 
put up for Sick People, who haye been beate 
thereupon. But where this is done ſincerely, | 
is God's appointed way; for the Prayer of Fa 
ſhall ſave the Sick, (Jam. V. 15.) But we kngi 
of no Miraculous Cures done immediately by tt 
Prayers of theſe Prophets, which we might res 
ſonably expect from them that had the Prom 
af doing greater Miracles than our Bleſſed Saxj 
our did: as it is ſaid in the Extaſie of F. C. De 
22. 1707. Beſides, many Diſtempers a 
'alterable by vigorous Impreſſions on t. 
"and we are told that the Devil does man 
Cu hy Charms almoſt every Day; and by un 
accountable Methods, no way tending to a Reme 
dy from natural Efficiency, Of this, the Cure « 
Agzes and other D;ftempers by Words written ant 
hanged about the Neck of the Perſon affſicte 
and by other ſuch like unſuitable Methods, are 
daily confirmation. | 
IV. The next Proof is that of Y:ſions. But ti 
Conceit of theſe Viſionary Scenes, is ſo often tt 
Effect of an over-heated Brain and of Yapors, tt 
nothing can be imagined more likely to flow frot 
the high Notions of this Diſpenſation. . You wil 
ſee ſuch a valt Scene of this, ſo ſolidly refute 
in the Learned Biſhop Siilling fleet s Book of the Fe 
naticiſm of the Church of Rome, that I need ſay n 
more on the Point: Only pleaſe, to Note, thi 
you are not deſired to aſcribe this, or any thin 
elſe, to Diabolical Agency, which can be accouate 
for any other way. And indeed, I am in my ov 
Judgment perſwaded, that moſt of what you ant 
the reſt do, or have done, is the Effect of diſtem 
pered 44nds, ſtrained with over-high Notions, anc 
agitated with over-cager Deſires of extraordins 
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An Anſwer to Mr. Lacy's Letter. 29 
logs 3 I aſcribe. the Principal Matter chiefly to 
9e Only where you ſolemnly declare a Guidance 
ues Foreign and Supernatural Power; I ſhew you 
Wi: Danger of theſe Things, fince they cannot be 
om God; becauſe they have falſifyed and failed 
[nouWerond all rational Contradiction. Inſomuch, that 
th do not perceive that the Qalers, Familiſts, and 
rei hoſe many ſorts of Millennaries, which have all of 
mig dem riſen up with the ſame Pleat and Pretenſionsthat 
avi deſe Modern Prophets have done; have been ſo emi- 
Defeatly refuted. and diſprov'd, as theſe have been: 
Or at . leaſt, not ſo fully Self condemned, +:  - 
V. As to your laſt Argument| the N ; 
mages; you ſay, Sir, that only Five of yo 4 
it, and theſe, ſay you, have but ſmall Earneſts Of - 
mene Gift. And if to this we add, that ſome of 
theſe Perſons have had ſome Knowledge of theſe 
Languages from Study and Converſation ; and that, 
Foil Spirits have ſometimes been the Authors | of. 
this Gift, we can by no means admit it as a Proof 
of a Divine Miſſion. | | 121 2X86 
| perceive, Sir, you have. dropt the Argument 
of fore telling future Events, without which the Ja- 
ſpred can ſcarce be call'd Prophets; and which is 
ned by Sir K. B. as an Argument in their be- 
half. But I confeſs, you had good Reaſon to de- 
dine this Point, as it is hoped you will the reſt 
pon mature conſideration. | 
WM There is alſo another Argument uſed by good 
and charitable Perſons in their Favour, which is, 
that theſe modern Prophets have uttered ſeveral 
Exhortations and Prayers that are in the matter of 
them, pious and edifying : now, ſay they, every good 
ad ſpiritual Gift is from God, and therefore this is 
atieaſt ſo far from bim. | EY 
I reply. All Good is indeed from GOD, _ 
2 2 8 | ther 


30 Av Anſwer t Mr. Lacy's Letter. 
ther natural, moral, or fpiritval:*And"no 424M 
ly Spiritual can be -otherwiſe than the Effect of 
Spirit of God +, becauſe it muſt proceed from a [pin 
tual Perſon, who is formed into a new and ſpirit 
State by ſpiritual Regeneration. But we muſt re 
member that every Reſemblance of a ſpirit 
State is not the thing. Many a Preacher bas melt 
ed his Congregation" into Tears, and perhaps 
claimed them from a ſinful State, chro” the Gtac 
of God, when it has not been his own happM; 
Sondition. Beſides, many go far in good wa 
and then turn aſide. Some begin in the Spit 
| in the Fleſh, I will deal plainly witt 
you Sir, it ſeemeth to me that Sir R. B. an 
your ſelf, whoſe Caſe I truly pity, and to whon 
Frhave born true Reſpe& for the Good 1 har 
known in you both, have been ſurprized and van 
quilked for want of ſtanding fteddy in your Watd 
on Hpiriiual Armonr. But as God has bronght 
ou ko confeſs your Deluſion in part, for God 

Sake renounce all diſingenuovs Shiftings to decling 

the whole. To perſiſt" in an Error 15 dangeron 

againſt ſufficient, Light; is to bring much of the 
Will into it, Which highly aggravates. It is 0 
earneſt Prayer, Sir, that God would awaken and 
reduce you; and then Divine Goodneſs can make 
you teap Advantages by your Fall; and render you 
more humble, circumſpett, and uſeful thereby 
which / is the continued and unfeigned Aim and 
re e was. 
9 ' ir, © 


Tour faithful Friend, 


Jaly . 
ao OL J. W. 
DAM Sl 
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